
Heaven or Hell?
The choice is yours!

oly Spirit, I pray you will make your word liv ing 
to our hearts as I quote them in this ar ti cle. “For
the word of God is liv ing and ac tive, sharper
than any two-edged sword, pierc ing to the di vi -

sion of soul and spirit, of joints and mar row, and dis cern -
ing the thoughts and in ten tions of the heart.”(1) Thank you 
for re veal ing the truth to us!

Many peo ple don’t mind us ing the word Hell when
they curse or swear, but they don’t like to think of Hell as a
pos si ble place where they might spend an eter nity when
they die. The Bi ble speaks very clearly about this sub ject. I 
will quote a few warn ings. “But I’ll tell you whom to fear.
Fear God, who has the power to kill peo ple and then throw
them into hell.”(2) We read in the Old Tes ta ment as well,
about Heaven and Hell where God dis tin guishes be tween
the two places. God will sep a rate the be liev ers, those who
take God’s word to heart. He speaks also of those who will
not obey Him. No tice how the Lord de scribes Heaven and
Hell in the next pas sage of Scrip ture. “...when I called, you 
did not an swer, when I spoke, you did not lis ten, but you
did what was evil in my eyes, and chose what I did not de -
light in. There fore, thus says the Lord GOD: Be hold, my
ser vants shall eat, but you shall be hun gry; be hold, my ser -
vants shall drink, but you shall be thirsty; be hold, my ser -
vants shall re joice, but you shall be put to shame; be hold
my ser vants shall sing for glad ness of heart, but you shall
cry out for pain of heart, and shall wail for an guish of
spirit.”(3)

These scrip tures have to do with eter nity, our fu ture,
af ter we die. It will be ei ther eter nal life in Heaven to gether 
with God and all the saints, or it will be in Hell to gether

with Sa tan and all his fol low ers. We all know that life here
on earth is not a very long time. Even if you live to be 100
years old, that’s not a long time when you think of eter nity
that never ends. Think about this; “And just as it is ap -
pointed for men to die once, and af ter that co mes judg -
ment.”(4)

Ev ery thing re gard ing Heaven or Hell has to do with
the choice you and I make. “He who be lieves in the Son
(Je sus) has eter nal life; he who does not obey the Son does
not have life, but the wrath of God rests (or abides) upon
him.”(5) There fore, many warn ings are given to us in
God’s Word, for ex am ple; “Take care, breth ren, lest there
be in any of you an evil, un be liev ing heart, lead ing you to
fall away from the liv ing God. But ex hort one an other ev -
ery day, as long as it is called “to day” that none of you may 
be hard ened by the de ceit ful ness of sin.”(6)

Have you had an en coun ter with God who cre ated
you? Are your sins for given? Do you know for sure you
are go ing to Heaven? Here’s how God spoke to peo ple
years ago. His words are just as timely to day. “Lis ten to
me, all you who are left in Is rael. I cre ated you and have
cared for you since be fore you were born. I will be your
God through out your life time un til your hair is white with
age. I made you, and I will care for you. I will carry you
along and save you.”(7)

Je sus calls us to re pen tance. This is the only way to get 
right with God. Con fess our sin in thought, word and deed
be fore Him. Ac knowl edge be fore Je sus that you need for -
give ness, be cause you do. “If we con fess our sins, he is
faith ful and just, and will for give our sins and cleanse us
from all un righ teous ness.(8) That’s when con ver sion takes 
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place! When we call upon
His name, ask ing Him to save
and change us, then He
moves into our heart and life,
and leads us. “And those who 
know thy name put their trust
in thee, for thou, O LORD,
hast not for saken those who
seek thee.”(9) “May the God
of peace sanc tify you wholly; 
and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and
blame less at the com ing of
our Lord Je sus Christ.”(10)

I also want to men tion fu -
ture events that will soon
hap pen. This re lates to the
sec ond com ing of our Lord
Je sus Christ. I have read that
the sec ond com ing of Christ
is spo ken of 318 times in the
New Tes ta ment. First He co -
mes to catch His bride away.
This is called the first res ur -
rec tion. Over 1000 years later 
you have the sec ond res ur rec -
tion. The Lord does not want
us to be ig no rant of these
things. Let God’s Word con -
vince you of these fu ture
events that will soon take
place.

“But we would not have
you ig no rant, breth ren, con -
cern ing those who are asleep,
(mean ing those who have
died) that you may not grieve
as oth ers do who have no
hope. For since we be lieve
that Je sus died and rose
again, even so, through Je sus, 
God will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep.
For this we de clare to you by
the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive, shall not pre -
cede those who have fallen
asleep. For the Lord him self
will de scend from heaven
with a cry of com mand, with
the arch an gel’s call, and with
the sound of the trum pet of

Morning Glory
Volume CII – Number 3

May 2020

Editor: Pastor Rodney Stueland
508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

email:  haugerep@gmail.com

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:
Barbara Stueland, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

Internet Web Site:  haugeinnermission.com.
Facebook:  Facebook.com/Haugeinnermission

Electronic version available – Send email to:  morningglorymagazine@gmail.com

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION
President:  Wayne Almlie  ..........................................................................Des Moines, IA
Vice President:  John Monsen ......................................................................Burnsville, MN
Secretary:  Jim Haga ....................................................................................Shoreview, MN
Treasurer:  Paul Peterson..................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Kevin Gunderson ...............................................................................................Dexter, MN
Willmore Gundersen .................................................................................Fergus Falls, MN
Vacant
Rodney Stueland.............................................................................................Dilworth, MN
Joel Zeltinger..................................................................................................Bismarck, ND

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization.  Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

Heaven or Hell.............................................................................................................1-3
Freed from the bondage of Islam ....................................................................................3
Quenching the Spirit .......................................................................................................4
Editorial .......................................................................................................................5-6
Jesus is Risen • Charles Spurgeon ..................................................................................6
From our Fellowship Circle • Killed in Action...............................................................7
Believable …Yet Unbelievable....................................................................................8-9
The Kingdom of Heaven.................................................................................................9
Are There Degrees of Punishment in Hell? .............................................................10-11
Produce Your Cause......................................................................................................11
Co-Laborers in Jesus • Your Unique Prayer .................................................................12
I’ve Been Thinking .......................................................................................................13
From Bitter Root to Flower of Forgiveness ..................................................................14
We are Standing on our Hope – Jesus • Don’t!.............................................................15
UpDate • God’s Protecting Shield.................................................................................16

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in January, March, May,
June, August, September, October, November and December, by the Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529, and printed by Send-It Shipping
& Mailing Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537. Periodicals postage paid at
Fergus Falls, MN 56537.
POSTMASTER:  Send Address Changes to: Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping & Mailing
Center, 1026 West Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.



God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are 
alive, who are left, shall be caught up to gether with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will al -
ways be with the Lord. There fore com fort one an other
with these words.”(11)

Fol low ing this we read in Rev e la tion. “Let us re joice
and ex ult and give him the glory, for the mar riage of the
Lamb has come, and his Bride has made her self
ready.”(12) “And the an gel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed 
are those who are in vited to the mar riage sup per of the
Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of
God.’”(12)

Af ter the 7 years of trib u la tion, here on earth, have
taken place, Christ will come and cap ture the beast and the
false prophet and throw them alive into the lake of fire or
Hell it self. “And the beast was cap tured, and with it the
false prophet who in its pres ence had worked the signs by
which he de ceived those who had re ceived the mark of the
beast and those who wor shiped its im age. These two were
thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with brim -
stone.”(13)

God will also deal with Sa tan. “Then I saw an an gel
com ing down from heaven, hold ing in his hand the key of
the bot tom less pit and a great chain. And he seized the
dragon, that an cient ser pent, who is the Devil and Sa tan,
and bound him for a thou sand years....”(14)

Dur ing the trib u la tion pe riod, there are those who will
not take the mark of the beast and will be “be headed for
their tes ti mony to Je sus and for the word of God. They
came to life, and reigned with Christ a thou sand years. The 
rest of the dead (the un saved) did not come to life un til the
thou sand years had ended. This is the first res ur rec tion.
Blessed and holy is he who shares in the first res ur rec tion!
Over such the sec ond death has no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and they shall reign with him
a thou sand years.”(15)  What a fu ture God has in store for
us! “Sa tan will be loosed from his prison and will come
out to de ceive the na tions.” Un der Sa tan’s de cep tion Ar -
ma ged don will take place. “And the devil who had de -
ceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brim stone 
where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will
be tor mented day and night for ever and ever.”(16)

Fol low ing this there is an other res ur rec tion of the
dead. They were not part of the first res ur rec tion. This is
when all the un saved peo ple will stand be fore God to re -
ceive their re ward for what they did while they were alive.
“… And the sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades
gave up the dead in them and all were judged by what they
had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the
lake of fire. This is the sec ond death, the lake of fire; and if
any one’s name was not found writ ten in the book of life,
he was thrown into the lake of fire.”(17)

Men tioned first on God’s list of those who will go to
hell, are the cow ardly. They were not will ing to re spond
and ask Christ for for give ness of their sins. Maybe they
said to them selves; “what would my friends say if I ac cept
Christ” or “I will re spond at an other time.”  Do you know
Je sus?  If you don’t, you have the worst await ing you. 
“But as for the cow ardly, the faith less, the pol luted, as for
mur der ers, for ni ca tors, sor cer ers, idol a ter, and all li ars, the 
lot shall be in the lake that burns with fire and brim stone,
which is the sec ond death.”(18)

Fur ther de scrip tion about heaven is found in Rev e la -
tion chap ters 21 and 22. You will be greatly blessed by
read ing those chap ters.

One of His servants,
Rev. Willmore Gundersen

(1) He brews 4:12. (2) Luke 12:5. (3) Isa iah 65:12b-14. (4)
He brews 9:27. (5) John 3:36. (6) He brews 3:12-13. (7)
Isa iah 46:3-4. (8) 1 John 1:9. (9) Psalm 9:10. (10) l
Thessalonians 5:23. (11) 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. (12)
Rev e la tion 19:7 and 9. (13) Rev e la tion 19:20. (14) Rev e -
la tion 20:1-2. (15) Rev e la tion 20:4b-6. (16) Rev e la tion
20:10. (17) Rev e la tion 20:13-14. (18) Rev e la tion 21:8.
Most verses are from the Re vised Stan dard Ver sion.

Freed from the Bond age of Is lam:

(One For mer Mus lim Shares His Con ver sion Story)
Be cause of the war in Alep po, I left Syria and came to

Leb a non.  My fear drove me to be a fa natic for the god of
Is lam.  He had limit and com mands which made me feel
safe.

But some thing in my heart told me I needed some -
thing more.  My search started by read ing the Gos pel.  I
was so scared be cause Mus lims say that who ever reads the 
Bi ble (Ed i tor: God’s In cor rupt ible Word that GOD prom -
ises will never re turn unto Him void!) gets be witched.  But 
I kept read ing. 

“I re al ized there is a God who speaks to me.” 
I re al ized there is a God who speaks to me.  I made the

de ci sion to leave the one who scares me and fol low the
One who wants a re la tion ship with me.

The prob lem, how ever, was fear …taught me how to
ac cept a new life style of growth in Je sus Christ.  He taught
me that the se cret of liv ing is not do ing this or that.  The
most im por tant thing is to sur ren der the steer ing wheel of
my life to God.  With Christ, there is no fear.

Some times, I don’t feel God’s pres ence and Sa tan
tempts me to doubt.  But I re mem ber the com pas sion of Je -
sus.

Excerpt taken from Leading the Way
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Quenching the Spirit
“Quench not the Spirit.” (I Thess. 5:19)

This verse, to gether with many other pas sages in the 
Bi ble, shows us that a Chris tian has a re spon si bil ity for
the kind of life he lives.  Even if we have reached the
point of liv ing an ex em plary Chris tian life, and are ef -
fec tive tools in the hands of the Holy Spirit, we shall
never ad vance to the point of be ing ex empt from re -
spon si bil ity.  Here in life we are never free from dan ger
or be yond the temp ta tion to fall into sin.  It is pos si ble
for the best Chris tian to sink into a hol low and pow er -
less spir i tual state; it is even pos si ble for him to lose his
spir i tual life al to gether.  “Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall.”

At no place in the world can a Chris tian be ab so -
lutely safe against strong temp ta tions; he can never be
quite sure of him self.  It is for this rea son that God has
re minded us to be on our watch and en cour aged us to
fight the good fight, clad in the full ar mor of God. 
While we are re sist ing that which is evil, we are also to
be on our guard against los ing the good things which we 
have re ceived. In the verse be fore us now we are warned 
against quench ing the Spirit in our own lives; it is also
pos si ble for us to do like wise in the lives of oth ers.

Just think of it!  That light which led us out from
dark ness, cre ated life out of death and gave us a hope of
glory; that fire which cleanses, sanc ti fies, warms us and
sheds light upon the dan ger ous road that we are to walk
in the fu ture—that light and that fire we can quench. 
When the se ri ous ness of such a pos si bil ity dawns upon
us, this ques tion rises in our heart:  “How is it pos si ble
for us to quench the Holy Spirit?” 

There are many an swers to such a ques tion.  The
con stantly chang ing scene of life with its count less
temp ta tions and dan gers to a Chris tian has more than
enough of both ques tions and an swers along this line.  A
Chris tian is no where safe from the evil pow ers.  He is at -
tacked by the spir i tual hosts of wick ed ness in the air, by
the mass of god less peo ple in the world and by his own
sin ful na ture.  These all com bine to de stroy the Chris -
tian’s life with God.

WE shall try to point out some of the by ways upon
which a Chris tian may en ter and which lead to a quench -
ing of the Spirit.  

Let us in the first place be aware of this that we do
not have to do any thing in par tic u lar in or der to quench
the Holy Spirit.  A fire can be ex tin guished with out the
use of a fire man’s hose.  A lamp goes out when there is
no more oil left.  The fire dies in the stove when the fuel
has been burnt up.  The fire with us –God’s Spirit in our
hearts—will like wise be quenched when our spir i tual

life no lon ger is nour ished.
All the ex ter nals of our life may be in or der; in the

eyes of men we may ap pear to be the best of Chris tians.
Our moral life may be in har mony with the best rules
and reg u la tions on this score.  But the spir i tual power
within is gone; the spir i tual fire in the heart has been
quenched qui etly and lit tle by lit tle—as hap pens to the
lamp when the oil has been used up.  So it was in the
churches at Ephesus and Laodicea; so it was also with
the five fool ish vir gins.  These are ex am ples of how the
spir i tual life may de cline qui etly and al most im per cep ti -
bly.

What is it, then, in our spir i tual na ture which must
be nour ished if the Spirit is not go ing to be quenched?

Spir i tual life must have the Word of God, and re -
quires com mu nion with Him through prayer.  The Word
is meat and drink for the spir i tual life.  Prayer is the out -
reach of the in ner man to God for help.  It is the arm that
moves the arm of God.  It is the or gan by which we re -
ceive the grace of God.  IF a Chris tian lay the Bi ble
aside and for gets his prayer cham ber, he will surely
though slowly sink into that un happy state of hav ing the
Spirit quenched in his heart.  God’s Spirit can not work
in us when we violate the laws of the Spirit’s op er a tion. 

It was char ac ter is tic of the early pe riod of our Chris -
tian life that we loved to read the Word of God and to
pray.  In our prayer closet, with the open Bi ble be fore us, 
we held sweet com mu nion with God.  There we were
both chas tised and com forted.  The joy in the Lord and
tes ti mony of the Spirit in our heart made us cou ra geous,
and at the same time care ful Chris tians.  The fire upon
the al tar was fed with the right fuel.  The fire is the Holy
Spirit.  But we are cer tain to lose this trea sure to the
same ex tent that we fail to open our hearts in prayer and
ne glect to use the Word of God.  We are thus quench ing
the Holy Spirit.

There is also an other way in which we may be cer -
tain to quench the Holy Spirit.  That is by ex cus ing sin in 
our lives.

Our hearts let new-cre ated be,
Our walk make pure and holy.
Help us of fense and sin to flee,
And ever serve God solely,
So that our faith in Christ, our Lord,
May prove it self in deed and word
Be fore the world about us.

Taken from Spirit and Power by Ludvig Hope,
Copyright © 1959 by the Hauge Lutheran

Innermission Federation.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Moth er hood, In her i tance!
“Be hold, chil dren are a her i tage from the LORD, 

The fruit of the womb is a re ward.”
(Psalm 127:3)

What an ‘in her i tance’; a Gift from the LORD!  Now,
stop and con tem plate the mag nif i cent ‘gift’ that lasts
for ETERNITY!  Other than the great ‘gift’ of Sal va -
tion, can you think of any thing so sig nif i cant and im -
por tant as Prov erbs 22:6?  AS you al ready know; IF
your ‘Mother’ be lieved in and prac ticed ‘abor tion’
pos si bly you would not be here on this ‘earthly’ jour -
ney and not have the op por tu nity of spend ing all eter -
nity ei ther in Heaven or Hell!  No doubt, many of us
that are el derly are in what we call not very-good
phys i cal-health; but IN JESUS we can look for ward to 
a per fect-body one-day that will never be come less
than PERFECT for all Eter nity with Je sus!  If you do
not want Je sus as your per sonal Sav ior, you will not
spend ‘eter nity’ in His pres ence ei ther – and in the
mean time, as a Grand par ent or Great-grandparent,
pray for your off-spring to be come an
INHERITANCE!  “Thanks be to God for His in de -
scrib able (un speak able) gift.   We are in ad e quate to
ex press the ma jes tic Di vine gift! – THE PEARL of
great price!

Likely, as you al ready know, in the Old Tes ta ment era
it was a shame or em bar rass ment to not give ‘birth’ to
an in fant.  The ‘womb’ would be closed and thus bar -
ren in re pro duc ing chil dren from ‘con cep tion’ and on
as life be gins at the very mo ment of con cep tion. (If
you don’t be lieve that, check it out in God’s iner rant
Word, the Bi ble as He is the GIVER of this In her i -
tance!)

Other than the ‘Gift’ of Sal va tion; be ing a ‘Mother’ is
the next great est ‘gift’ that an Adult fe male can have! 
What is the most im por tant thing in your ‘house hold’?

Abor tion, same-sex mar riages and be ing transgender
are among the most hated/hor ri ble SINS a per son can
com mit in God’s sight.  (As al ways, fol low ing Scrip -
ture YOU will never go wrong).  NOW, be fore you
jump to a con clu sion; there is FORGIVENESS to be
ex pe ri enced of a truly re pen tant sin ner which in cludes
Ho mo sex uals, Les bians, etc.) as there is room at the
CROSS and the ground is level at the foot of Cal vary. 

Bib li cally quar an tined though is the fact ‘same-sex
-mar riages’ will never re pro duce nat u ral born in -

fant(s) from con cep tion on (which is a mir a cle from
God, as a new life (In fant) is be gun at the very same
time).  BUT keep in mind that Sa tan is a very good im -
i ta tor/coun ter feiter, for He is a copier.  Bear ing chil -
dren is def i nitely a ‘gift’ from God and Sa tan can not
cre ate!

It has been said: ‘the Hand that rocks the Cra dle rules
the World’!  What an ‘In her i tance’ to be en trusted with 
by Al mighty God and to re al ize other than Sal va tion
this is the great est ‘gift’ that any PERSON can re ceive.

BUT to day we live in a cul ture (so ci ety) where many
think hav ing earthly pos ses sions (es pe cially money)
will bring hap pi ness and con tent ment.  Peo ple seem -
ingly are will ing to work al most around the clock with
no real last ing sat is fac tion.  (See Luke 21:34-36)  No -
tice the word ‘snare’ as it is not ‘money’ it self as the
‘root of all evil’, but the LOVE OF MONEY. (I Tim o -
thy 6:10)  No tice also on Easter Morn ing the ‘La dies’
were seek ing the Corpse among the dead; as al ready
the burial had taken place or had His body/corpse been
STOLEN? Ev i dently the en emy of the ONE who had
been cru ci fied for your sins and mine, had been placed
in a bor rowed Tomb.

Then JESUS Him self asks the very im por tant
QUESTION:  “Why seek ye for the liv ing among the
dead?”  The same ques tion is be ing asked by the same
Per son to us to day:  “Why seek ye the LIVING among
the dead?”

Many times when we think of a godly fe male, re gard -
less if the ‘womb’ is closed or open; we think of
Proverbs chap ter 31, don’t we?  God says that a con -
tented wife/home maker is much greater than great
riches!

“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good, Blessed, is
the man who trusts in Him!  Oh, fear the LORD (a
child-like fear), you His saints!  There is no want to
those who fear Him.” Psalm 34:8-9

AND then con tinue to prayer fully read on re mem ber -
ing this is only one of God’s prom ises, not man’s! 
Con tent ment with ‘god li ness’ is great gain!  The Word
‘taste’ here, does not mean ‘sam pling’, but per son ally
ex pe ri enc ing HIS great GIFT of SALVATION!
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JESUS is risen…what 
difference does that make?

“For what I re ceived I passed on to you as of first
im por tance: that Christ died for our sins ac cord ing 
to the Scrip tures, that he was bur ied, that he was

raised on the third day.”  (I Co rin thi ans 15:3-4)

Chris tians be lieve that likely the apos tle Pe ter was
cru ci fied in Rome ap prox i mately 34 years af ter Je sus’
res ur rec tion.  Pe ter did not con sider him self wor thy to
be cru ci fied in the same man ner that his Sav ior was cru -
ci fied and thus tra di tion has it that Pe ter was cru ci fied
up-side-down.

Some peo ple to day state that Je sus was more or less
in a coma when His body was laid in a bor rowed tomb. 
They deny that He was def i nitely dead and brought back 
to life.  EVEN worse than this are oth ers who re spond to
the res ur rec tion fact with in dif fer ence, stat ing, “Even if
He rose from the dead, what dif fer ence does that make
to day?”

For ex am ple: there are Pas tors to day who preach
about the power of pos i tive think ing.  They teach that IF
you have good thoughts, etc., good things will hap pen to 
you!  Thus, they have turned their backs on the bib li cal
truths that are in spired by God Him self, In spired,
Inerrant, In fal li ble Word of God; In-breathed by the
Holy Spirit; the Bi ble, the en tire Book.  

Je sus made Heaven poor that you and I might be -
come rich in His pro vided GRACE. (II Co rin thi ans 8:9)

Je sus came from Heaven as true God and true man
(In car na tion), shed His Own Blood, died on the CROSS
and rose again that you and I might es cape eter nal per di -
tion!  I tell you the ab so lute truth, that no-one is go ing to
make it to Heaven with out be liev ing/trust ing that Je sus
rose from the tomb.  Je sus said: “I am the res ur rec tion
and the life”.  “The one who be lieves in me will live,
even though they die” and “Be cause I live, you will also
live” John 11:25 & 14:19.  PLEASE READ I
CORINTHIANS 15:1-7.  Je sus paid the price for your 
sins and mine in full, but HE did n’t stop there as HE
rose from the grave and is com ing again for ALL
who solely rely on His Fin ished Work of Sal va tion.

Af ter all, this is the most im por tant FACT in a Chris -
tian’s life, that HE is risen.

Je sus paid for our sins on the Cross, but He did n’t
stop there.  He con quered the grave so that we could
spend all eter nity with Him. “BECAUSE HE LIVES, I
CAN FACE TOMORROW.”

Per fect LOVE casts out all ‘fear’, so we re ally have
noth ing to ‘fear’, in this earthly jour ney of life or in
death be cause in the end, we will rise like Je sus (1 John
3:1-2) if we truly know Him and love Him.  The cru ci -
fix ion and the res ur rec tion are like the two sides of the
same coin.  If you split the coin, it is no lon ger any good
as le gal cur rency as it does n’t work.  IF some one tries to
sep a rate the Cross and Je sus’ Res ur rec tion, YOU won’t
make it to Heaven as the Bi ble guar an tees that! (See
Rev e la tion 22:18-19).

“If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are
of all peo ple most to be pit ied (mis er a ble).  But

Christ has in deed been raised from the dead.” Hal -
le lu jah, Praise the Lord.  (I Co rin thi ans 15:19-20)

Editor

Charles Spurgeon
IF we fear the Lord, we may look for timely in ter po -

si tion when our case is at its worst.  An gels are not kept
from us by storms, nor hin dered by dark ness.  Ser aphs
think it no hu mil i a tion to visit the poor est of the heav -
enly fam ily.  If an gels’ vis its are few and far be tween at
or di nary time, they shall be fre quent in our night of tem -
pest and toss ing.  Dear reader, is this an hour of dis tress
with you?  Then ask for pe cu liar help, JESUS is the An -
gel of the Cov e nant, and if His pres ence be now ear -
nestly sought it will not be de nied.  What that pres ence
brings is heart cheer.

OH, we all know that the Dad has as great of call ing or
more; but he is to be the ba sic ‘bread-win ner (pro -
vider); even though he is in tended to be the ‘head’ of
the fam ily!  It’s not the ‘house-wife’ as NO house has a 
‘wife’ and a house is just a build ing, whether it is a
hum ble shack, tent or a man sion, un til it be comes in -
hab ited by one per son or more, then it be comes a

‘home’.

Ephe sians 4:14 – 16 and Psalm 128:5-6 reads: “The 
LORD bless you out of Zion, And may you see the
good of Je ru sa lem All the days of your life.  Yes,
may you see your chil dren’s chil dren.  Peace be
upon Is rael.”



From Our Fellowship Circle

M.J./J.L., Lake City, IA
My hus band and I are hav ing some ma jor phys i cal prob -
lems.  Dur ing this time we have re ally got ten a lot of good 
read ing from the Morn ing Glory.  Keep up the good job
and pray the fi nances will ap pear.  Yours in Christ.

KILLED IN ACTION 

A Per sonal Tes ti mony

Dear Ed i tor and Readers of Morn ing Glory,
Ger ald A. Pe ter son, 25, was born near Worthington

MN on March 18th, 1918.  He grew up and spent most of
his years in the Badger, IA Com mu nity.  On May
10th,1941 Ger ald was in ducted  into the Army  and his
ba sic train ing took place at Camp Glaborne, New Jer sey;
be fore he was sent over seas and served in the army for 23 
months; as he was sta tioned in Eng land, Ire land and
North Af rica.

Pri vate first-class Ger ald Pe ter son, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Har ris Pe ter son of Thor was re ported killed in ac -
tion on the Af ri can front in a tele gram re ceived at Thor
April 22.  The date of his death was given in the tele gram
as April 8.

Ger ald is the brother of Paul Pe ter son of Kenyon,
MN who is a mem ber of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion and is also our fi nan cial Trea -
surer.  At the time of Ger ald’s death, Paul was two and
one half years old.

(Ed i tor: This ‘tes ti mony’ in print goes on as fol low -
ing), Dear ed i tor and read ers of the Morn ing Glory: We
are send ing $… to the Sol diers’ Fund in mem ory of P.F
C. Ger ald Pe ter son who was killed in ac tion in North Af -
rica, April 8th.  (Ed i tor: FREEDOM al ways costs some -
one the su preme price of giv ing their ‘life’; that is for you 
and me, re gard less IF it be in the sec u lar realm or in the
CHRISTIAN realm!)

 It was hard for us to re ceive a mes sage like that, but
God has been good to us and given us grace and strength
to bear it.  We be lieve he is gone home to glory, ac cord ing 
to the let ters he wrote home.  He said he had been ask ing
God to give him grace to meet what ever might be fall
him.  He said too that he was glad to know and ex pe ri ence 
that when so many things here change, His Word is still
the same and does not change.  He felt his sin ful ness and
was grieved over it, and asked us to pray for him.  In one
of his last let ters he re ferred to Heb. 4:15, 16 and also to I
John, chap ter 5. 

It is hard to part with our dear ones here on earth, but

when we can look for ward to the time that we shall be re -
united in the home which Je sus has gone to pre pare for
us, then there is joy in the midst of sor row  Heaven seems
so much closer to us now, and it will not be long till we
shall be to gether again, never more to part.  Blessed
hope!

Ger ald wrote in one of his last let ters, that he was re -
ceiv ing Morn ing Glory quite reg u larly and was much
blest by it.  He said we should re new the sub scrip tion for
him, as it was soon due.  He also wrote that we should
send a lit tle do na tion to the pa per, which we now do. 
Blessed be the sweet mem ory of Ger ald!

We think of the many boys who are in the armed
forces; it surely must be a hard place to be many times. 
But we praise God that He is mighty to pro tect each one,
or guide the out come for each one, who puts his trust in
Him. Then we think of those who do not know Je sus as
their per sonal Sav ior.  May they yield to His lov ing call
and be saved.  The world has noth ing to of fer, but Je sus
has last ing joy and peace to of fer to all who will re ceive
His grace.

M/M Harris Peterson, Thor, Ia.

(We are glad the Fa ther has not left you com fort less,
dear friends.  Thanks for the very touch ing tes ti mony.  It
warms our hearts to know that the hum ble min is try of our 
pa per was of bless ing and help to your dear de parted Ger -
ald.  We shall meet him in the morn ing. –L.)
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INSTEAD of:

In stead of the dry land, springs of
wa ter!

In stead of heavi ness, the gar ment of
praise!

In stead of the thorn, the fir tree!

In stead of the brier, the myr tle tree!

In stead of ashes, beauty! 

     Isa iah 41:18, 55:13, 61:3

Selected
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Time To Take A Stand, Stand up and be 
Counted!

Vir ginia Cou ple Wins
Ken and Liv Hauge in Fredericksburg, VA, had

been in a le gal bat tle for their right to hold Bi ble Studies
in their Apart ment build ing’s com mu nity room and also
in their own pri vate Apart ment.

Their at tor neys ar gued that it was a vi o la tion of the
Fair Housing Act by dis crim i nat ing against the cou ple’s
free dom of re li gion.  A set tle ment has been reached that
re scinds the pol icy to pro hibit re li gious ac tiv ity in the
build ing, and per mits them to host Bi ble Studies in the
com mu nity room or their apart ment.  This is a great ex -
am ple of Chris tians stand ing up against those who
would try to sti fle their re li gious free doms.

Faithwire.com & The Vine and the Branches

Bill Seeks to Control Pastors 

Cal i for nia leg is la tors have pro posed a bill, As sem -
bly Con cur rent Res o lu tion 99, which would de mand
that coun sel ors, pas tors, re li gious work ers, and ed u ca -
tors “stop per pet u at ing the idea  that some thing is wrong 
with LGBT iden ti ties or sex ual be hav ior.”  It would also
out law any form of coun sel ing “to change un wanted
same-sex at trac tion or gen der con fu sion.”  This would
make it il le gal for pas tors and other spir i tual lead ers to
preach, teach, or coun sel from a bib li cal stand point re -
gard ing LGBT is sues.  Let us pray this bill does n’t pass.

Prophecynewswatch.com.

Ed i tor’s Note: In deed WE are grate ful and thank ful
(at this time of ed it ing) that Pres i dent Don ald Trump
called for Na tional Day of Prayer (For 3/15/20) in view
of the ‘State of Emer gency for the USA and the se ri ous
“vi rus” in fec tion, regardless our po lit i cal per sua sion, on 
be half of WE THE PEOPLE OF THE GREAT USA!
Ac cord ing to the Med i cal World through the news me -
dia, this ‘Vi rus’ is very, very se ri ous and ten times worse 
than the ‘flu’ in re gards to the death rate.

Not only be cause of the se ri ous ‘cri sis’ WE are go -
ing through, but in be half of ‘We the Peo ple of the Great
USA’, but how ‘we the peo ple’ are to plead and ask for
God’s Mercy, Grace, For give ness and Res to ra tion for
this great land in daily prayer.

Do YOU see any ‘Hand-writ ing’ on the Wall?
WAKE UP EVERYONE FOR IT IS LATER THAN 

YOU THINK!
The story is told of a youth ful gent who woke up un -

usu ally early one ‘morn ing’ and de cided to slip
down-stairs and en ter tain him self.  The ‘fam ily’ had an
old-grand fa ther’s clock (that likely had chimes that
struck each hour!)  So, what ever this youth was do ing
the ‘clock’ started to ring the hours of the day and it had
lost con trol of it self and kept on ‘ring ing’ even af ter the
twelve o’clock hour.  The boy ran up the stair way shout -
ing ‘WAKE UP EVERYBODY AS IT IS LATER
THAN YOU THINK!’

It is now that we need to pray for a Heaven-Sent Re -
vival (Not hu mans work ing it up, but ‘Sea sons of Re -
fresh ing from the Pres ence of the Lord’ – Acts 3:19! 
Time is Fleet ing!

The word ‘Re vival’ means “res to ra tion to life” or in
other words, to bring back that which is dy ing or even
pos si bly that which once had ‘life’, but is now dead. 
(Some thing like a house-plant that is wilt ing/dy ing be -
cause of lack of wa ter!)

One of the late great Re form Preachers stated that
when we pray for a “Re vival” – to draw a cir cle on the
floor and step within it, in clud ing your pocket-book/
check-book and ASK GOD to ‘re vive’ ALL that is
within the ‘cir cle’.  Are we will ing to do the same?

“But speak ing the truth in love, may grow up in
all things into Him who is the head –- Christ” (Ephe -
sians 4:15, please read Ephe sians 4:11-21)

Still Fighting

Aaron and Me lissa Klein owned a bak ery in Sa lem,
OR, and seven years ago re fused to bake a cake for a
same-sex wed ding, as it con flicted with their re li gious
be liefs.  Me lissa said, “We lost ev ery thing we loved and
worked so hard to build.”  They lost their case and were
hit with $135,000 in fines.  The neg a tive pub lic ity and
fines forced them to close the bak ery.  Now there is a
glim mer of hope for them, how ever, as their case is be -
ing heard by the Or e gon Court of Ap peals for re con sid -
er a tion.  The court is ex pected to rule within the next six
months.  Me lissa also stated, “I am hope ful and putt ing
my hope in Je sus.”

Stream.org



School Of Witchcraft 

The new est car toon se ries from Dis ney is The Owl
House.  Playing on the Dis ney Chan nel, the show in tro -
duces chil dren to the world of de mons and witch craft. 
The main char ac ter is a teen age girl named Luz, who dis -
cov ers a por tal to a realm called “Demon Town.”  Luz
joins a witch school, led by Eda the Owl Lady, and says
that she hopes to be come ‘just like her.”  The pro gram
tries to por tray witch craft as a means of fight ing evil. 
Deborah Bunting, who wrote an ar ti cle DBN, stated,
“Over the years, Dis ney has gone far ther and far ther into
the dark ness of the spir i tual world that op poses the liv ing
God, com ing up with pro gram ming and char ac ters that
lead the vul ner a ble into that dark world of de cep tion.” 
Al though they por tray this as a way to fight evil, it is any -
thing but in no cent.  The dark spirit realm is real, and pro -
grams like this seek to de sen si tize the chil dren to
witch craft and de cep tively en tice them to be friendly
with the de monic world.

Lifesitenews.com, copied from 
The Vine and the Branches

560 Terror Attacks Stopped 

In 2019 Shin Bet, the Is rael Se cu rity Agency, has
stopped more than 560 ter ror at tacks from tak ing place in 
Is rael.  The or ga ni za tion uses ad vanced tech nol ogy to
mon i tor ter ror plots.  Nadav Argaman, chief of Shin Bet,
said “We foiled 10 sui cide at tacks, four ab duc tions and
over 300 shoot ings.” Prime Min is ter Benjamin
Netanyahu spoke at a re cent cer e mony and said, “The
lives of hun dreds of Is rae lis, per haps more, were saved
by your ac tiv ity.  Qual ity of life is a sense of se cu -
rity…and by sav ing lives you cre ate a sense of se cu rity.”

Cbn.com

China Plans Total Control 

Be gin ning in Feb ru ary of 2020, new mea sures will
be taken by China to ex er cise greater con trol over the
spir i tual lives of its cit i zens.  The state news re cently re -
ported that 42 ar ti cles of the Ad min is tra tive Mea sures for 
Re li gious Groups have been ap proved.  The ar ti cles will
fur ther re strict and limit the re li gious ac tiv i ties of the
peo ple of China.  While re li gious re stric tion is noth ing
new in China, these new ar ti cles are a clamp down meant
to ex er cise even greater con trol of re li gion.  The pro cess
of cul tural im pe ri al ism be ing im posed on the state-run
Three-Self Pa tri otic move ment church has al ready been
in pro cess with gov ern ment places to re-trans late the Bi -
ble so that it agrees with China’s so cial ist ide ol ogy. 

Com mu nist of fi cials are also known to write so cial -
ist-friendly ser mons for pas tors, de vi at ing greatly from
tra di tional Chris tian teach ing.  These strat e gies, com -
bined with mod ern sur veil lance tech nol ogy and a re ward
sys tem for ci vil ian watch dogs, have made it in creas ingly
dif fi cult to be a Chris tian in China.

Worthynews.com (The Vine and the Branches)

The King dom of Heaven

“The king dom of heaven is like unto a trea sure
hid den in the field; which a man found and hid; and
in his joy he goeth and selleth all that he hath, and
buyeth that field.”  (Mat thew 13:44)

WHEN we find Christ, we get the pur est joy and
great est riches that we can ob tain in this world.  But what
is hard and of fends many is that we must give up ev ery -
thing for that ONE.  Why may we not be Chris tians, and
then own and love what ever we wish?  Most peo ple think 
this must be right, and so they go away in an ger, and say
that Chris tian ity is un rea son ably strict in its de mands.  

If that is your opin ion, let us ask you what you would
say about the wife or hus band who wanted to share love
and life with many men and women?  Do you think that
would work?  You know that this is im pos si ble, and yet
you de mand this im pos si bil ity when you wish to be come
a Chris tian.  

We can never own Christ, life’s most pre cious trea -
sure, if we de sire to love some thing else just as much as
HIM.  “He that loveth fa ther or mother more than Me is
not wor thy of Me.” … Son, daugh ter, give me thy heart.” 

If you de sire to be rich and to have life’s great est suc -
cess, and if you wish to wear the pearl that will adorn you
in life, in death, and in all eter nity, then give your self
wholly to Christ.  And you who were wise enough to
choose Him to be the only One to own you en tirely, praise
Him who ac cepted you, and who loves you as His bride.

Je sus, price less trea sure,
Source of pur est plea sure,
Tru est friend to me;
Ah, how long I’ve panted
And my heart hath fainted,
Thirsting, Lord, for Thee.
Thine I am, O spot less Lamb!
I will suf fer naught to hide Thee,
Naught I ask be side Thee.

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, 
Copyright © Augsburg Publishing House.
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Are There Degrees of 
Punishment in Hell?

“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and love respectful
greetings in the market places, and chief
seats in the synagogues, and places of honor
at banquets,  who devour widows’ houses,
and for appearance’s sake offer long
prayers; these will receive greater
condem nation.”  (Luke 20:46-47)

When the fi nal judg ment takes place, will the Lord
be just in meet ing out ret ri bu tion upon the lost?  Will
they all be pun ished equally, or will those who were
more evil re ceive greater pun ish ment?  Will Ju das Is car -
iot be pun ished more se verely than a kind un be liev ing
soul be cause He be trayed Je sus unto the death?  Will
peo ple like Hit ler be pun ished more se verely be cause of
the car nage they brought upon the hu man race?  Will
peo ple who sinned greatly re ceive a greater con dem na -
tion? 

The Book of Rev e la tion, Chap ter 20 de scribes the
fi nal judg ment.  In it, the Lord looks at the deeds done in 
this life. “And I saw the dead, the great and the small,
stand ing be fore the throne, and books were opened; and 
an other book was opened, which is the book of life; and
the dead were judged from the things which were writ ten 
in the books, ac cord ing to their deeds.” (Rev e la tion 20:12)

When the Lord judges the lost peo ple by their deeds, He
will see peo ple who com mit ted more and greater acts of
evil against God and against their fel low men.  God is 
per fectly just, which means that He gives peo ple what
they de serve.  “The Rock! His work is per fect, For all
His ways are just; A God of faith ful ness and with out in -
jus tice, Righ teous and up right is He.”  (Deu ter on omy 32:4)

If God did not deal out more se vere pun ish ment to the
worse offenders, then He would not be fair and just be -
cause peo ple would com mit greater and more nu mer ous
of fenses and re ceive noth ing greater in re turn.

We see this in the judg ment that has al ready taken
place.  Sa tan led some of the an gels in heaven in a re volt
against God.  “And there was war in heaven, Mi chael
and his an gels wag ing war with the dragon. And the
dragon and his an gels waged war, and they were not
strong enough, and there was no lon ger a place found
for them in heaven.  And the great dragon was thrown
down, the ser pent of old who is called the devil and Sa -
tan, who de ceives the whole world; he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his an gels were thrown down with
him.”  (Rev e la tion 12:7-9)  The judg ment upon Sa tan and
these an gels was that they were thrown out of heaven

and down to the earth.  Yet for some of these an gels, God 
en acted a stricter judg ment.  “For if God did not spare
an gels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and
com mit ted them to pits of dark ness, re served for judg -
ment.” (2 Pe ter 2:4-6)  There were cer tain an gels in this
judg ment who which were not al lowed to spend time on
the earth.  God judged them more se verely than the
others be cause they are in hell and pits of dark ness, just
wait ing for God’s fi nal judg ment.  We are not told what
they did to in cur this, but this is what God did to them in
judg ment.

He also did it to en tire cit ies of peo ple.  “And if He
con demned the cit ies of Sodom and Go mor rah to de -
struc tion by re duc ing them to ashes, hav ing made them
an ex am ple to those who would live un godly there af ter.” 
(2 Pe ter 2:6)  When these two cit ies went into gross im mo -
ral ity (See Gen e sis 19), God judged them more se verely
by pum mel ing them down to ashes.  There were other
sin ful groups of peo ple which God did not judge so se -
verely.  The rea son that He did this, as stated in the
above Scrip ture, was to be an ex am ple to peo ple af ter -
ward.  “If you live this way, this is how God will judge
you.”  Je sus picked up on this when He dealt with a town 
of peo ple.  “And thou, Capernaum, which art ex alted
unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have re mained un til this day. 
But I say unto you, That it shall be more tol er a ble for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judg ment, than for thee.”
(Mat thew 11:23-24)  The fact that Je sus told Capernaum
that it would be more tol er a ble for Sodom & Go mor rah
than for them in the judgment means that they will be
judged more se verely than even those people!

Does this mean that there are de grees of pun ish ment 
in hell, as though those at the bot tom of the pit are suf -
fer ing more? “For a fire is kin dled in mine an ger, and
shall burn unto the low est hell, and shall con sume the
earth with her in crease, and set on fire the foun da tions
of the moun tains.” (Deu ter on omy 32:22)  God de fines His
judg ment here as be ing even to the LOWEST Hell.  But
ex actly who will be those peo ple who re ceive the great -
est con dem na tion from God?  The an swer might sur -
prise you.

In the Scrip ture at the top of the page, Je sus pro -
nounces a greater con dem na tion upon the re li gious
lead ers of the Jew ish peo ple – the Scribes.  He said the
same thing about the Phar i sees as well (Matt. 23:14). 
These peo ple were the epit ome of fol low ing the Law to
the let ter, and even com ing up with more laws just to
make sure they did n’t vi o late it even in the least part. 
Why would Je sus say that they, of all peo ple, would re -
ceive a greater con dem na tion?  Be cause they were



wrong about the way to God and led oth ers astray be -
cause of it.  Of all peo ple, they should have known better
be cause they were so well versed in the Old Tes ta ment,
they should have known ex actly of the com ing of the
Mes siah and what He would do.  But in the face of the ev -
i dence, they re fused to be lieve, and took their stand
against the Lord Je sus. Je sus also told about this in
Luke 12:

“But if that slave says in his heart, ‘My mas ter
will be a long time in com ing,’ and be gins to beat 
the slaves, both men and women, and to eat and
drink and get drunk;  the mas ter of that slave will 
come on a day when he does not ex pect him, and
at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in
pieces, and as sign him a place with the un be liev -
ers.  And that slave who knew his mas ter’s will
and did not get ready or act in ac cord with his
will, shall re ceive many lashes,  but the one who
did not know it, and com mit ted deeds wor thy of a 
flog ging, will re ceive but few. And from ev ery one 
who has been given much shall much be re -
quired; and to whom they en trusted much, of him 
they will ask all the more.” (Luke 12:45-48)

Je sus is de scrib ing His re turn and His fi nal reck on ing 
to His peo ple.  He com mends the watch ful slave and
says, “Whether He co mes in the sec ond watch, or even in
the third, and finds them so [be ing on the alert], blessed
are those slaves.” (Lk. 12:38)  But to the other slaves who
knew of His mas ter’s com ing and did n’t care about when
He came and “knew His mas ter’s Will and did not get
ready,” this is the one who “shall re ceive many lashes.”
(v. 47)  “But the one who did not know it, and com mit ted
deeds wor thy of a flog ging [many lashes] will re ceive but
few.” (v. 48)

Dear reader, this could be you if you know the truth
of Christ and yet re fuse to act upon it.  You could end up
with greater con dem na tion on judg ment day than even
some of the coars est un be liev ers through out his tory be -
cause they did n’t know any dif fer ent, and you do.  Per -
haps you had better eval u ate afresh your re la tion ship to
the Lord.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

Produce Your Cause
“Pro duce your cause, saith the LORD; bring for

your strong rea sons, saith the King of Ja cob.”
Isa iah 41:21

OVER in Can ada there lived an Irish saint called
“Holy Ann.”  She lived to be one hun dred years old. 
When she was a young girl, she was work ing in a fam ily
for very small wages un der a very cruel mas ter and mis -
tress.  They made her carry wa ter for a mile up a steep
hill.  At one time there had been a well dug there; it had
gone dry but it stood there year af ter year.  One night she
was very tired and she fell on her knees and cried to God,
and while on her knees she read these words: “I will open 
… Foun tains in the midst of val leys; I will make the dry
land springs of wa ter.”  “Pro duce your cause saith the
LORD; bring forth your strong rea sons.” These words
struck Holy Ann, and she pro duced her cause be fore the
Lord.  She told Him how badly they needed the wa ter and 
how hard it was for her to carry the wa ter up the steep
hill; then she lay down and fell asleep.  She had pleaded
her cause and brought forth her strong rea sons.  The next
morn ing, early she was seen to take a bucket and start for
the well.  Some one asked her where she was go ing, and
she re plied, “I am go ing to draw wa ter from the well.” 
“Why, it is dry,” was the an swer.  But that did not stop
Holy Ann.  She knew whom she had be lieved, and on the
pure, cold wa ter, and she told me that the well never did
run dry!  That is the way the Lord can ful fill His prom -
ises.  “Pro duce your cause, bring forth your strong rea -
sons,” and see Him work in your be half. 

How lit tle we use this method of holy ar gu ment in
prayer; and yet there are many ex am ples of it in Scrip -
ture, Abra ham, Ja cob, Mo ses, Eli jah, Dan iel – all used ar -
gu ments in prayer.  

Springs in the Valley, Compiled 
by Mrs. Charles E. Cowman.

Ed i tor’s Note: Per sonally, I am not com fort able with
the phrase “all used ar gu ments in prayer”. 

As al ready men tioned, I don’t like that phrase; for
Our Sav ior knows best and HE only wants the best for
each of us! Above all, we want God’s Will to be done re -
gard less of our own per sonal  wishes.  Some times God
gives us what we ask for so that we have to bear the con -
se quence of ask ing for some thing that was not good for
us.  When you have been dis ci plined by the Lord this
way, then it be comes easy to say, “Ac cord ing to Thy
Will.”
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So the nations will fear the name of the LORD, 
And all the kings of the earth Thy glory.

(Psalm 102:15)
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Co-Laborers IN JESUS
Dear Morn ing Glory Reader: The fol low ing let ter

was sent out to a num ber of Pas tors and Con gre ga tional
Leaders and now pur posely for YOU to prayer fully con -
sider.

Dear Co-La borers IN JESUS our LORD, (Pas tor
and Con gre ga tional Leaders),

Greet ings with: “Ex alt the Lord our God, and wor -
ship at His holy hill; For the LORD our God is holy”
Psalm 99:9.

We (The Board of HLIF) know that we are seek ing
to walk in har mony with His Word and out of Love for
Je sus, nat u rally we want to obey – by His Grace and em -
pow er ment by the third Per son of our Tri une God in
Har mony with HIS Holy Word. Thus, I want to di rectly
chal lenge and en cour age you to con sider the fol low ing:

I (Rod) am per son ally priv i leged and re spon si ble to
be not only the Ed i tor the Morn ing Glory; but also on
be half of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion 
as their Part-time field rep re sen ta tive I seek to find open
doors for evan ge lis tic meet ings.  Our Lord is still ‘call -
ing’ forth evan ge lists to share His Law and Gos pel! 
Thus, it is my op por tu nity to see if you would like to
have ei ther ‘Evan ge lis tic Meet ings’ or a Hauge Bi ble
Con fer ence?  The Lord or ga nized this bib li cal Lu theran
Faith piet ist ic move ment to see if we can be an as sis -
tance to you and your con gre ga tion in as sist ing you in
nur tur ing/feed ing the Lambs and Sheep in your midst,
and into the com mu nity and even be yond?  GOD makes
it very ‘clear’ in Ephe sians 4:11-12 that HE called and is 
call ing forth Evan ge lists also: “And He Him self gave
some to be apos tles, some proph ets, some evan ge lists,
and some pas tors, and teach ers, for the equip ping of
the saints for the work of min is try, for the ed i fy ing of
the body of Christ.”  So, if in ter ested, please give me a
tele phone call at 218-287-5586 OR E-mail me
(haugerep@gmail.com) and we can eas ily talk out the
sim ple de tails of en cour age ment.

We also be lieve that not only the en tire Bi ble was
in spired by God; Fa ther, Son and Holy Spirit; but that
we are liv ing ‘evil times’ which should be ‘fuel’ for Ur -
gency in ‘oc cu py ing’.  This re minds me what Mar tin
Lu ther had said,  “IF the LORD told me He was com ing
to mor row  and yet said ‘plant trees to day’; I would plant 
trees’!”

Spir i tually, I am not prom is ing any thing; but we
know that do ing God’s Work, in God’s way, we will ex -
pe ri ence God’s rich est bless ings as we plant, wa ter and
cul ti vate with His In cor rupt ible Seed, God will give His
rich est bless ings!

May our Liv ing Sav ior be per mit ted to lead in your
in ter ces sory prayer life in know ing His de ci sion/di rec -
tive; for this is the best bib li cal way in our ‘earthly jour -
ney’, but also a very bib li cal way in oc cu py ing for HIM
and to GOD BE THE GLORY!  By no means am I seek -
ing to state that you are not seek ing to prac tice an Evan -
gel i cal Chris tian Min is try; but hav ing such as the above
states is def i nitely in cluded as part of God’s Plan for His
King dom Work here on Earth; nat u rally by em pow er -
ment of his In cor rupt ible WORD in His GRACE He
Pro vides!  TIME IS FLEETING!   Romans 13:11-14 &
Ephe sians 4:11-17.

May our Liv ing SAVIOR richly bless you, in or der
that you may be come a richer bless ing in your Con gre -
ga tional and in your Com mu nity and be yond!

His Because of Calvary,
Rodney Stueland, Editor/Hauge Rep.

Your Unique Prayer

“From His dwell ing place He looks (in tently) upon
all the in hab it ants of the earth—He who fash ions the 
hearts of them all, Who con sid ers all their do ings.”

Psalm 33:14-15

Be cause God has fash ioned our hearts in di vid u ally,
our prayers can flow nat u rally out of our hearts and be
con sis tent with the way He has de signed us.  As we de -
velop our in di vid ual styles of com mu ni ca tion with God, 
we can learn from peo ple who may be more ex pe ri enced 
that we are, but we need to be care ful not to make what
oth ers do our stan dard.  Thank fully, Je sus is our stan -
dard, and He is the only stan dard we need.

En joy your time with the Lord.  Don’t try to force
your self to do what oth ers do if you are not com fort able
with that in your spirit.  You don’t have to keep up with
oth ers or copy their prayer styles.  You can go be fore
God with thanksgiving in your heart, know ing that He
hears you and loves you just the way you are.  You can
pray as the “orig i nal” He has made you to be.

Prayer of Thanks

Fa ther, I thank you that ev ery thing about me is
unique—even the way I pray.  Help me to shake off
com par i sons and just come to You with con fi dence as
Your child.  I love You, Fa ther, and I love spend ing time
with You.



I’VE BEEN THINKING 
An toi nette Frank 

In the con clu sion of his Let ter from Bir ming ham Jail, 
Mar tin Lu ther King, Jr. wrote, “What else can one do
when he is alone in a nar row jail cell, other than write
long let ters, think long thoughts and pray long prayers?” 
As a pris oner in a ‘nar row jail cell’ I can say, “Ain’t that
the truth!”   

Lately, I’ve been think ing about ad ver sity.  Many
books have been writ ten on the sub ject – “The Rea sons
Why We Ex pe ri ence Ad ver sity,”  “How to Re act in the
Midst of Ad ver sity”, and so on.  But I have yet to come
across a book on how to avoid ad ver sity.  That’s prob a bly 
be cause one does n’t ex ist. 

Ad ver sity ex pels the idea of any one pro cur ing a per -
fect, pain less life.  The fact is the storms of ad ver sity are
an in ev i ta ble oc cur rence in the cy cle of life.  But with a
godly ap proach, the storms can ac tu ally serve as a key -
stone, to for tify our faith and hold to gether our vir tues.

When we en ter into the fam ily of God, He equips us
with all man ner of au thor ity, to as cent our strug gles, to
turn our vexes into vic to ries.  No mat ter how hot the fire,
we have the power to con trol how ad ver sity af fects our
in ner be ing – our moral as ser tion, our spir i tual ap ti tude. 
The very thing ad ver sity has the ten dency to di min ish.

The first thing we can count on is, ‘The storm will
come.’ Sec ondly, ‘God will be with us through the
storm.’  Finally, ‘Ev ery storm has to end and the sun will
shine again.’  But this is not the way of God’s peo ple. 
The saints do not shrink back from ad ver sity, rather we
carry our cross (Ed.  The ‘cross’ we are to carry each day
is; in my per sonal con vic tion from Scrip ture is the ‘per se -
cu tion’ of liv ing a godly life), and rely on Christ’s
strength and wis dom.  

I’d like to share a story with you that was passed on
to me.  Like the say ing goes, “when you’ve been blessed,
pass it on.”  Be blessed my friends.

A young woman went to her mother and told her
about life and how things were so hard for her.  She did n’t 
know how she was to make it and wanted to give up.  She
was tired of fight ing and strug gling.

It seemed as if one prob lem was solved and a new
one arose.  Her mother took her to the kitchen.  She filled
three pots with wa ter and placed each on a high fire. 
Soon the pots came to a boil.  In the first, she placed car -
rots, in the sec ond she placed eggs and the last she placed
ground cof fee beans.  

She let them sit and boil, with out say ing a word.  In
about twenty min utes she turned off the burn ers.  She
fished the car rots out and placed them in a bowl. She
pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. Then she

la dled the cof fee out and placed it in a bowl.
Turn ing to her daugh ter, she asked, “Tell me, what do 

you see?”  “Car rots, eggs and cof fee,” she re plied.  She
brought her closer and asked her to feel the car rots.  She
felt that they were soft.  Then she asked her to take an egg 
and break it.  Af ter pull ing off the shell, she ob served the
hard-boiled egg.  Finally, she asked her to sip the cof fee. 
The daugh ter smiled as she tasted its rich aroma.  The
daugh ter then asked, “What does it mean, mother?” 

Her mother ex plained that each of these ob jects had
faced the same ad ver sity – boil ing wa ter – but each re -
acted dif fer ently.

The car rot went in strong, hard and un re lent ing. 
How ever, af ter be ing sub jected to the boil ing wa ter, it
soft ened and be came weak. The egg had been frag ile.  Its
thin outer shell had pro tected its liq uid in te rior.  But, af ter 
sit ting through the boil ing wa ter, it be came hard ened. 

The ground cof fee beans were unique, how ever.  Af -
ter they were in boil ing wa ter they had changed the wa ter.

“Which are you?”  She asked her daugh ter.  “When
ad ver sity knocks on your door, how do you re spond?” 
Are you a car rot, an egg, or a cof fee bean?”

Am I an egg that starts with a mal lea ble heart, but
changes with the heat?  Did I have a fluid spirit, but af ter
death, a breakup, a fi nan cial hard ship or some other trial,
have I be come hard ened and stiff?  Does my shell look
the same, but on the in side I’m bit ter and tough with a
stiff and hard ened heart? 

Or am I like the cof fee bean?  The bean ac tu ally
changes the hot wa ter, the very cir cum stances that brings
the pain.  When the wa ter gets hot, it re leases the fra -
grance and fla vor.  If you are like the bean, when things
are at their worst, you get better and change the sit u a tion
around you.  When the hours are the dark est and the tri als 
are their great est, do you el e vate to an other level?  How
do you han dle ad ver sity?  An toi nette was in ‘prison’ at
this time, but this was re ceived many years ago!

Hope for Your Heart

13

Oswald Cham bers wrote, “Our yes ter days
pres ent ir rep a ra ble things to us; it is true that we
have lost op por tu ni ties which will never re turn,
but God can trans form this de struc tive anx i ety into 
a con struc tive thought ful ness for the fu ture.  Let
the past sleep, but let it sleep on the bosom of
Christ.  Leave the Ir rep a ra ble Past in His hands,
and step out in the Ir re sist ible Fu ture with Him.”
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From Bitter Root To 
Flower Of Forgiveness

I did n’t mean to grow up bit ter.  I was a good girl as
a child.  I obeyed my par ents.  I re spected my Sunday
school teach ers, and worked hard at school, aim ing for
ex cel lence and try ing daily to do my best.

But some peo ple treated me with out love be cause of 
my skin color.  Call ing me names.  Making fun of me. 
Turn ing me away.  Closing their doors.  In school, one
teacher re fused to call on me in class for an en tire year. 
She called me a “No body” — mak ing it clear how lit tle
she thought of me.  Laws in my coun try stopped me
from us ing cer tain pub lic wa ter foun tains, restrooms,
res tau rants, or liv ing in cer tain neigh bor hoods.

In no time at all, I grew bit ter.  I knew Je sus then. 
But I also knew hurt.  And hurt fer til izes bit ter ness,
mak ing it grow like a weed.  In deed, bit ter ness is like a
root that sinks deep into the soil of our heart and spirit. 
When wa tered with re sent ment and an ger, it “springs up 
and causes trou ble,” de fil ing many around it. (Heb.
12:15 ESV)

Ev ery one around me hated peo ple.  I learned hate
from them.  I taught hate to oth ers.  What a tragic out -
come that bit ter ness mul ti plies like a bad seed, sprout -
ing yet more ugly wrong

But what about God?  While I loved the Lord, and
be lieved He loved me, my bit ter ness was a wall of sin
sep a rat ing me from Him.  As I grew, that sep a ra tion
grew.  Bit ter ness be came a nag ging, sour, hate ful habit. 
I’d for got ten the Bi ble’s call to “strive for peace with ev -
ery one, and for the ho li ness with out which no one will
see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14 ESV)

In stead, I was ob sessed with ra cial ha tred, al ways
look ing for it in oth ers—not to root it out, or to ask God
to end it, but to lay blame. To shout you’re wrong. So I
found wrong.  It’s no won der the Bi ble sharply re minds
us to “get rid of all bit ter ness, rage and an ger, brawl ing
and slan der, along with ev ery form of mal ice” (Eph.
4:31)

De spite the world’s in jus tices that we suf fer, such
mal ice is dan ger ous, a true sick ness.  And it won’t help
bring about the peace and jus tice of God.  But how do
we rid our selves of this bit ter ness?  Finally turn ing to
God for help, He mer ci fully re vealed three ef fec tive
ways:

1)  Take our bit ter ness to Him.  Ask God to dig it up
and ban ish it. That’s what Job did dur ing his or deal, cry -
ing: “Re mem ber, O God, that my life is but a
breath…There fore I will not keep si lent; I will speak out 
in the an guish of my spirit, I will com plain in the bit ter -
ness of my soul” (Job 7:7,11).

 In his strug gle with bit ter ness, Job knew only God
could help him.  Like wise in my life, see ing God as my
only de liv er ance, I pleaded for His help.  In re ply, the
Lord of fered a rem edy, speak ing clearly to my spirit:
“You must for give.”  Im me di ately, I rec og nized His di -
vine wis dom.  For give ness was my an swer.  Yet how
would I man age that?  How will you?

2)  Ask God to teach you.  Be cause for give ness is a
pro cess. Je sus spoke of it ex actly this way in Matt.
18:21-22.  His dis ci ple Pe ter asks the Lord how to for -
give, say ing. “How many times shall I for give my
brother or sis ter who sins against me? Up to seven
times?”

Je sus’s an swer far out did that limit and also the Jew -
ish ideal of for giv ing three times:” I tell you, not seven
times, but sev enty-seven times.”  In other words, for giv -
eness can’t be mea sured.  In fact, for give ness is n’t about 
the one who hurt us.  In stead, for give ness is about re -
stor ing our re la tion ship with God first.  Then we can
love.

Scholar Lewis Smedes ex plained that for give ness
is n’t to ex cuse the one who hurt us; for give ness means,
“we are ready to be healed” (The Art of For giving: When 
you Need to For give and Don’t Know How, Ballantines
Books, p. 178).  by God. Which takes time.  So how do
we ac com plish such for give ness?

3)  Rely on the Holy Spirit’s great power.  For give -
ness, in deed, is tough work.  In our own strength, we
can’t for give hurt we don’t de serve-the kind of deep hurt 
that makes us bit ter.  When we ask the Holy Spirit to em -
power us, how ever, His power en ables us.  Then other
peo ple see His work in us. Then our for give ness be -
comes a wit ness, just as Je sus prom ised on the Day of
Pen te cost.  As He said:

But you will re ceive power when the Holy Spirit co -
mes on you: and you will be my wit nesses in Je ru sa lem,
and in all Judea and Sa maria, and to the ends of the
earth (Acts 1:8).

Imag ine the mir a cle of this!  We take our bit ter ness
to God.  At His feet, we ask Him to teach us to for give. 
Strug gling, we ask His Holy Spirit to em power us.  Then 
our en abled for give ness be comes a wit ness for Christ. 
What started out a bit ter root blooms, in Christ, into a
beau ti ful flower.

True, my “soil” al ways needs weed ing.  But I know
the Gar dener.  May His love keep turn ing my bit ter sin
into a har vest of grace and light.

Our Daily Bread



We Are Standing 
On Our Hope – Jesus

By Carol Hoikkala  

Ac cord ing to the dic tio nary, Hope is de fined as ‘a
per son in whom con fi dence is placed or who could pro -
vide what is wanted.’ (Ed i tor: Also, this ‘hope’ is more
than chance, be ing lucky or wish ful-think ing).

The Au thor of the book of He brews speaks of hope
by say ing, “This hope we have as an an chor of the soul,
both sure and stead fast, which en ters the pres ence be -
hind the veil.” (He brews 6:19)  The an chor spo ken of is
the Gos pel hope.  It is im mov able and sure.  It is the work
of God.  It does not fas ten it self in the sand but fixes it self
upon Christ.  Who is the Be liever’s hope?

Met a phorically speak ing, the an chor is used for spir -
i tual sup port in times of trial.  Just as a ship whose an chor 
is not se cure be gins to drift when storms come, so it is
with our faith.  If we do not place our an chor, our hope,
se curely in JESUS and His Word, we too will be gin to
drift when dis ap point ments and tri als come our way.

First and fore most, Je sus is our only hope for spend -
ing eter nity with God in Heaven.  In Romans 3:23 we are
told of the con di tion that the whole hu man race finds it -
self in.  It says, “All have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God.”  In Ephe sians we are given the rem edy for
our con di tion.  “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of your selves, it is the gift of
God, not of works lest any one should boast.” (Ephe -
sians 2:8-9)

The two mis guided be liefs that keep peo ple from ac -
cept ing the free “GIFT” (Je sus) Who gives them Eter nal
Life are: 1)  The be lief that if they try to live a good life
and at tend church, etc., God will ac cept them into His
King dom, and 2). The be lief that be cause of the sin ful
life they have lived God could n’t love them and of fer the
“GIFT” to them.  These two false be liefs leave sal va tion
to tally de pend ent upon what a per son does, or does not
do, rather than re ly ing only on what Je sus Christ did on
the Cross. 

The fol low ing is a tes ti mony of one who had once
be lieved that his sin was so great God would not for give
him, and save him.  When most hear the name Da vid
Berkowitz they think of “son of Sam”, how ever to day he
was a new name, the “son of hope.”  In his tes ti mony ti -
tled, “Son of Hope” Da vid says: “Ten years into my
prison sen tence, when I was feel ing de spon dent and
with out hope, an other in mate came up to me as I was
walk ing the prison yard one cold win ters eve ning.  He in -
tro duced him self and be gan to tell me that Je sus Christ
loved me wanted to for give me.  Al though I know he

meant well I mocked him be cause I did not think that God 
would ever for give me or that He would want any thing to
do with me.  Still this man per sisted, who we be came
friends.  His name was Rick and we would walk the yard
to gether. Lit tle by lit tle he would share with me about his
life and what he be lieved Je sus had done for him.  He
kept re mind ing me that no mat ter what  a per son did,
Christ stood ready to for give if that in di vid ual would be
will ing to turn from the bad things he was do ing, and
would put his full faith and trust in Je sus Christ and what
He did on the Cross –dy ing for our sins. 

***”One night I was read ing Psalm 34.  I came upon
the 6th verse which says, “This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his trou -
bles.”  It was at this mo ment, in 1987, that I be gan to pour 
out my heart to God.  Ev ery thing seemed to hit me at
once – the guilt of what I had done and the dis gust of all
that I had be come.  Late that night in the cold cell I got
down on my knees and be gan to cry to Je sus Christ. 

I told Him that I was sick and tired of do ing evil.  I
asked Je sus to for give me for all my sins.  I spent a good
while on my knees pray ing to Him.  When I got up it felt
as if a heavy but in vis i ble chain that had been around me
for so many years was bro ken.  A peace flooded over me.  
I did not un der stand what was hap pen ing.  In my heart I
just knew that some how my life was go ing to be dif fer -
ent.”***

While peo ple may be lieve that God does save those
who have com mit ted griev ous sins, some may find it
hard to be lieve that God can use such peo ple to His honor 
and glory –He does!  I am re minded of Mo ses who killed
the Egyp tian (Ex o dus 2:12) and Da vid who pre-med i -
tated the mur der of Uriah (1 Samuel11:15) both be came
in stru ments in God’s Hand.  To day Da vid, too, is be ing
used as one of God’s in stru ments as he shares the Gos pel
Mes sage of hope to the lost in the prison where he lives
and by his tes ti mony that is made avail able through var i -
ous min is tries.

(Likely this first became available 25 years ago through 
the Hope For Your Heart Ministries.)

DON’T!!!

Don’t stop pray ing, but have more trust; 
Don’t stop pray ing! For pray we must;
Faith will ban ish a mount of care; 
Don’t stop pray ing! GOD ANSWERS PRAYER

              Se lected
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God’s Protecting Shield

God shields us from most of the things we fear,
but when He chooses not to shield us, He un fail ingly
al lots grace in the mea sure needed.  It is for us to
choose to re ceive or re fuse it.  Our joy or our mis ery
will de pend on that choice.

         –Eliz a beth Elliot

This is good to know when we face un cer tain
times and per haps won der why God does n’t come to
our res cue right away.  God is still sov er eign and ac -
com plishes His Will for man kind and noth ing will
stay that.  We may not know right now what the Will
of God is for us, but we know that the Lord al ways
ex tends His mercy and grace to peo ple, and that in
Je sus we al ways find what the Scrip tures say in He -
brews 4:16, “Let us there fore draw near with con fi -
dence to the throne of grace, that we may re ceive
mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.”

UpDate

At the time of this writ ing [late March] – the Co -
rona-Vi rus has come upon us like one of the Plagues
of Egypt.  What started in China has now spread
around the world – with a num ber of peo ple dy ing
from it.

Busi nesses have been out un der man da tory clos -
ing be cause of the threat of the vi rus pass ing from
per son to per son.  Even churches are closed and
some do ing ser vices through the Internet or re cord -
ing a ser mon for peo ple to lis ten to.  Al most over -
night our en tire world has gone from nor mal to what
seems like a scene out of the Book of Rev e la tion.

It al most seems like the start of the great end
time di sas ters that will come upon the earth where it
says in Luke 21:26,  “men faint ing from fear and the
ex pec ta tion of the things which are com ing upon the
world; for the pow ers of the heav ens will be
shaken.”

This is n’t a mil i tary con flict with an other peo ple
where we can take of fen sive ac tion to elim i nate the
threat.  This is some thing that is un seen and spreads
with out no tice or warn ing.  People have fear of what
might hap pen to them or their loved ones.

We at the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion want to en cour age you to re main stead fast in
your faith in Je sus.  God is still on the throne and this
vi rus is part of His Per mis sive Will.  We want to en -
cour age you to reach out to peo ple at this time of
great fear be cause Je sus is the only Hope that lasts
and is greater than death.  Now more than ever is the
time for the great Gos pel of Christ to go out to trou -
bled hearts.

We are here to as sist you in do ing ex actly that. 
We can work with you for an evan ge lis tic cru sade in
a neu tral lo ca tion, spon sor a tent meet ing or have
evan ge lis tic meet ings in your church.

We thank ev ery one who has stood with us in
prayer and fi nan cial sup port.  As the Lord en ables
you, will you help us to con tinue in the min is try of
Hauge?  Thank you for your help to us.  

Of fer ings re ceived in Feb ru ary, 2020 were
$1,330.00

Monthly op er at ing ex penses are approx.
$3,500.00


